Mdopteds Apr=l 24, 1944
) File No. 4310-43
REPORT OF THE CIVIL ARRONAUTICS BOARD
on the
Investigation of an Accidcocnt Invelving Aircraft
During a Local Practice ilight

James Otto Watts was fatally ingured in an accident which occurred
approxamately 2 miles northwest of the Municipal Axrport, ilxnot, North
Dakota, about 8:20 z.m. on October 9, 1943, Watts was a Yar Training
Service Navy trainee and had flown 195 duzl and 8 solo hours. The air-
craft, a Piper J3C-65, NC 25762, ovncd by Charles H. Westlic, was

demolished,
!

Watts took off from a temporary field immediately adjecent to Manot
lirport at approximately 7:15 a.m. on allecal-practice flight. Although
the sky was clear and vasibzlaty unlimited, a lov lane of clouds along
the eastern horizon prompted nhis instructor to warn nim to recturn to the
field 1f weather conditions beeame uafavoreble. Betrecn 7:30 a.n. and
8:00 a2.m. this c¢loud bank movea in and scttled over the airport and
surrounding terrain, formng a low, rogged ceilang from 100 to 600 feet
abeve the ground and greatly reducing visibilaty. Watis! aircralt was
observed by enother traines to «pproech an auxrlrary field 7 roles ncrth-
west of Minot Airport, but imthout landing, 1t departed an a southeasterly
directaon toward Minot Axrport. Shortly after 8:00 a.m., when all but
four solo students had rcturned to the airport, several ainstructors started
a ground search for the rassing airplanes. During the search Watts! plane
was found 1n a completely demolished condition in a faald about 2 miles
northwest of the airport.

Examinetion of the wreckage and marks on the ground indicated that the
aiwrplane had erashed at a fairly steep angle on the left wang tip while
headed dowmwind a2t 2 high spcud, The force of irpact seversd the loft
wmng from the fuselage and the plene slid forward 44 feet on tho left side
of the fuselage. Therc vas no cvidence of failure of any part of the air-
craft prior to the accadent and the nanner in vhach the propeller was
broken indicated that considerable power was beoing developed &t the time
of 1mpact, Watts? planc was last scen pgssing over the auxaliary fisld
and sincc the accident occurred at a poinv almest in a dircet Iine between
that field and the Minot Airport, it appears that the palot .es probably
attempting to reach this eirport vhen visibilaty became so poor that
visual contact waith the ground was lost.

Instructors and studernts were agreed that no one anticipated aaverse
flyang weather when the day's flyang activities began about 7:10 a.m,
Wevertheless, between 8:00 oand 8:20 a.m. pilots reporicd that they vere
forced to land becausc of th- rapidly lowering ceiling. The forecast
covering the peraod between 4:30 2,m. and 12:;30 p.m. was, "Cciling un-
limted, high scattered clouwds, -nnd northeast 10 m.p.h., smeky, top of
smoke 5000 feet above sea level." The 7:30 awme forceast, which was re-
ceived after Watts took off, did not indacate the weather change that
occurred and i1t appears doubtiul that the anstructor hnd sufficient warn—
ing to causc him to be unduly concernsd at the time of releasing Student
Watts for this flaight. Therefore, 1t 1s bolieved that, under the crcum-
stances, the instructor's judgment was as geod as could have buen expected.
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This accident was due to the 1nexpeorienced pilot's loss of control
of the aircraft while flying in local weather conditions of lattle or no
vasibility.
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